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Liu-du Hakka folk belief: A case study in comparing
with Hoklo area nearby

Shu-Ling Lin

Abstract

This study aims to explain how the Hakka, living on Pingtung plain (5F5
J&0) over three hundred years, did construct the Liu-du Hakka (753E2457) society by
folk belief different from the Hoklo (f& f£) society. Research area is the Liu-du
Hakka and its area nearby. We collect data from the ‘Program of Liu-du Hakka
beliet” in 2012. That fieldwork is focused on temples, gods, history, cult
organization, and cult activity (time and area). After that, we recollect more data in
some area since 2017 to 2018. Hope to compare the folk belief’s characteristic of
the Liu-du Hakka with that of its area nearby through folk belief study in Taiwan.
We review cult sphere concept and look out its application. Hope to provide
perspective of Liu-du Hakka insider and outsider in different social-cultural
context. After considering folk belief as reflexivity of Liu-du Hakka society, we will
find out that every Du (#£) had ever been cooperative with each other under the
worship of the Iminye (Z[E<ER) and the Matsu(#5¢H). Some parts of the Liu-du
Hakka had ever organized their own worship independently. Finally comparing
the Liu-du Hakka with the Hoklo nearby, we will explain cultural universality and

diversity.

Keyword: Liu-du, Hakka, Hoklo, Folk belief, Cult sphere






