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Liugdui Hakka Language as Evidence for Classical Poetry
among Tingzhou Area during Early Ch’ing Dynasty

Abstract

Although classical poetry cannot present the direct and systematic Hakka
language, they somewhat show the development, formation, and expansion of the
language. Thus, the scholar aims to use proves from varieties of dialects dispersed in
different areas, including enclaves to reconstruct the developing process in phonology
and lexicon of Tingzhou Hakka. Researchers examined contemporary dialectic
divisions in modern Fujian to see if they resembled those of 17 to 18" century
Imperial Era. Hakka language applied in poetry at the beginning of Ch’ing Dynasty.
Literature from the early Ch’ing Dynasty employed obviously the use of Hakka. The
researcher also discussed Hakka's expansion among southern mainland China and
abroad at that time, relating how immigrants brought the Hakka dialect to each new
region, such as Zhejiang and Taiwan. This paper estimates phases of the development
on Hakka language below. Firstly, the languages of enclaves which are emigrated
from Tingzhou change slightly since 1728, except for the pitch of Qu tone, which
proves Hakka language then entered a stable era. Later, the outliers from dialects of
Hakka appear gradually in northern Taiwan. Since the Hakka poetry that are currently
known are produced no earlier than the primitive Ch’ing Dynasty, we infer that it is
the period of expansion in Hakka writing from the literati to the peasants of Tingzhou

Area.

Keywords: Liugdui, Hakka language applied in poetry, Tingzhou, early Ch’ing

Dynasty, diachronic change, geolinguistics
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